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Dominating territorial spirits named, so that spiritual warfare and prevailing prayer made will pull down strongholds and bind and defeat opposing satanic forces in these areas as you pray. 
Pray against the spirits of: 
· Cultural religious spirits, Indigenous beliefs/culture
· False doctrine/traditions of men/deception 
· Christianity, especially Catholicism, has been a dominant spiritual institution since the arrival of French missionaries. This presence brings its own understanding of spiritual forces: The Practice of Exorcism. Understanding "Spirits": From this institutional perspective, unexplained phenomena are typically seen as one of two things: Evil spirits or demons. These are fallen angels that can "take abode" in a place or object. Souls in Purgatory: These spirits may appear to the living to ask for prayers; a phenomenon viewed positively within the faith.
· Secular shift: As of 2013, the number of residents claiming no religious affiliation was growing rapidly, showing a parallel rise in secularism alongside traditional belief.
· Anishinaabe Spirituality. The very name of the place, Baawating (meaning "place of the rapids"), comes from the Anishinaabe people who have lived here for centuries. Their spirituality is deeply connected to the land and its creator, G'chi Manitou, and is represented by powerful symbols, including the Tribal Flag. The city's visual identity itself acknowledges this by incorporating a medicine wheel and the Ojibwe phrase "Ojibwe Gchi Gami Odena" ("settlement near the Ojibwe's big lake").
· A prominent layer in the city's spiritual character is its rich folklore of ghosts and hauntings. Local lore and shared narratives: Ghost stories, legends, and paranormal tales serve as a form of communal spiritual storytelling that binds residents to the city's deeper, unseen dimensions. "Haunted" Locations: The Antlers Restaurant. The Ramada Plaza Ojibway Hotel.  Museum Ship Valley Camp. The Algonquin Hotel.

Afterwards, the Spirit of God may be loosed so that the light of the glorious gospel may shine to bring forth: 
•	Salvation 
•	Deliverance 
•	Restoration 
•	Healing 
•	God’s divine will into all targeted localities
Pray that souls are delivered from spiritual blindness and the oneness of God in the man Christ Jesus, revealed to the masses. Pray for a mighty outpouring of God’s Spirit in these areas, resulting in Apostolic revival and harvest, and the manifestation of the Shekinah glory of God!

Territorial Spiritual Powers
The city's spiritual landscape is marked by a continued openness to the unseen, blending Catholic and Indigenous frameworks:
Catholic Spiritual Authority: The Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie keeps traditional practices, including the Rite of Exorcism. Rev. Daniele Muscolino notes that every baptised Catholic receives a "minor exorcism" at baptism, and "major exorcisms" are performed in rare cases of demonic possession, following protocols involving mental health screening. Rev. Michael Hayes of St. Marys Catholic Church describes two possible spiritual realities: (1) evil spirits or demons that can "take abode" in a place or object, and (2) souls in purgatory who may appear to request prayers, which he calls "a very good and beautiful thing".
Indigenous Spiritual Powers: The Anishinaabe spiritual framework recognises the presence of spirit beings, the sacredness of the land, and the spiritual significance of Bawating ("place of the rapids"). The region's natural features—the rapids, the lakes, the forests—have long been understood as alive with spiritual significance.
Folk and Paranormal Beliefs: Local lore recounts haunted locations, centuries-old burial grounds, and encounters with shadow figures. One Sault Ste. Marie's psychic described a chilling Ouija board encounter that allegedly unleashed spiritual disturbances. These accounts suggest a community that, in Rev. Hayes's words, is still open to "acknowledging uncanny happenings".
The Anishinaabe Spiritual Centre: This place is a positive "territorial spiritual power"—a space where healing, reconciliation, and cultural revitalisation occur. It has incorporated Anishinaabe customs into funerals and burials, including for young people lost to drug overdoses, showing its role in addressing contemporary community pain.
First religious symbols
The foundational religious act of Sault Ste. Marie was a French colonial ritual of territorial claim. On June 4, 1671, on the overlook where Lake Superior flows into Lake Huron, Monsieur de Saint Lusson and Jesuit priest Claude Allouez erected a cross in the presence of Anishinaabe onlookers. This ceremony declared the territories of the Western Great Lakes for the King of France and Christianity, ritualising the Doctrine of Christian Discovery. The cross thus stands as the first recorded religious symbol planted in the territory, signifying the arrival of European spiritual authority.
Enduring religious symbols of the City
The most significant enduring symbol is the cross itself—not just as a historical marker but as an ongoing representation of the complex interaction between Christian and Indigenous spiritualities. The cross planted in 1671 started a pattern of missionization that shaped the city's spiritual DNA. Additionally, the Anishinaabe Spiritual Centre is a more modern and evolving symbol: a sacred space where Catholic and Indigenous spiritual traditions have been intentionally blended since the early 1980s and is now transitioning fully to Indigenous leadership.
These are powerful, tangible markers of the city's long Catholic history, dating back to the earliest French missionary efforts.
Precious Blood Cathedral (778 Queen Street East): As the oldest surviving church in Sault Ste. Marie and the mother church of the local diocese, this cathedral is a primary spiritual and historical anchor. Its very stones carry weight:
Symbolism: The white marble statue of a Jesuit figure placed in front in 1925 is a direct memorial to the Jesuit martyrs who died while setting up the Catholic faith in the region.
Physical Reminder: Constructed in 1875 using sandstone from the excavation of the American ship canal, it physically connects the city's growth to the expansion of the Church.
The Bell: A 2,370-pound brass bell installed in 1904, inscribed with the names of the congregation's contributors and an impression of the Sacred Heart, continues to toll as an audible, persistent symbol of the faith community over the city.
Tower of History: Built in 1968 by the Catholic Church on the site of missionary Jacques Marquette's first log chapel and house, this 210-foot tower was originally a shrine. It stands as a vertical landmark, literally and symbolically dominating the city's skyline and commemorating the missionary era.
St. Luke's Cathedral: The seat of the Anglican Diocese of Algoma, its identity is formalised through its heraldry. Its coat of arms, granted in 1995, uses symbols like the winged bull (standing for St. Luke) and a church-with-tower motif, while its motto, "OUR SPIRITS REJOICE," speaks to the communal spirit of its worshippers.
This stands for the spiritual foundation of the territory, which predates European contact and remains a potent force.
The Anishinaabe Spiritual Centre (ASC): Arguably the most significant site of current spiritual dynamics, standing for a living bridge between Catholic and Indigenous traditions.
A Sacred Site: Founded in the early 1980s by the Jesuits and the Diocese, it's a dedicated space for spiritual formation rooted in both the Catholic faith and Indigenous cultural traditions.
A Symbol of Reconciliation: On May 30, 2025, the governance of the ASC was formally transferred from the Jesuits to an Indigenous-led board, a historic act that aligns with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's calls for Indigenous spiritual self-determination. This shift is itself a powerful spiritual symbol of new leadership and partnership.
These locations embody the city's complex and often painful spiritual history, where physical buildings now serve as catalysts for ongoing healing.
Shingwauk Hall (Algoma University): The main building of the former Shingwauk Indian Residential School, run by the Anglican Church and the government from 1873 to 1970. This site is a profound spiritual wound, stemming from efforts to “civilize and evangelise” Indigenous children.
Current Spiritual Impact: Today, Shingwauk Hall is the central building of Algoma University and is also central to the work of the Shingwauk Education Trust, which is dedicated to transforming this painful legacy into a centre for Anishinaabe studies and cross-cultural development. This ongoing work is a powerful example of a site transitioning from a symbol of oppression to one of spiritual and cultural reclamation.
Earliest Religious Background
The earliest religious background is rooted in Anishinaabe spirituality, which centred on the land, the waters, the Creator (Gitchi Manitou), and the interconnectedness of all life. Bawating was not merely a settlement but a sacred place where the rapids provided sustenance and a site for spiritual practice. This spirituality persists today among the 11.9% of residents who identify as Indigenous.
The first recorded European religious act—the 1671 planting of a cross—marks the arrival of Catholicism. Jesuit missionaries like Claude Allouez, Louis Hennepin, and Jacques Marquette were the primary agents of this early Christian presence. However, conversions were initially few, eclipsed by the French focus on the fur trade. The Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie was set up later and played a key role in education, healthcare, and the Anishinaabe Spiritual Centre. Catholics are still the largest Christian group in Ontario (33.3% of the population).
Between 1821 and 1871, the religious landscape became pluralistic, with Baptist, Anglican, Methodist, Catholic, and Presbyterian missionaries all active in the region. This period saw a "multiplicity of interactions" in which the Anishinaabeg engaged with, reinterpreted, and selectively adopted elements of Christian teachings while maintaining their cultural frameworks. “Other Christians” make up 9.8% of the population.
Other Faiths: Smaller numbers of South Asian, Black, Chinese, Filipino, and other communities contribute to religious diversity, with growing visible minority populations (4.5% in 2021).
Indigenous Spirituality and the Current Community of Faith
The connection between Indigenous spirituality and the current faith community in Sault Ste. Marie is most vividly embodied in the Anishinaabe Spiritual Centre, set up in the early 1980s by the Jesuits of Canada in partnership with the Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie and the local First Nations. This centre has become a "jewel for ministry and service"—a place where Catholic sacramental life and Anishinaabe traditions are integrated.
Key figures like Sister Dorothy Regan played a pioneering role in this bridge-building. After meeting Indigenous culture at St. Joseph's Boarding School in Thunder Bay, she felt a strong call to minister with First Nations peoples. She served alongside the Jesuits in Wiikemikoong, Little Current, M'Chigeeng, and Sagamok, eventually becoming the Director of the Anishinaabe Spiritual Centre.
The connection is also historical. Between 1821 and 1871, missionary activity from Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterian traditions created a "multiplicity of interactions" with the Anishinaabeg. However, the Anishinaabeg perceived their conversions within their own cultural framework—they did not abandon their identity. Still, they reinterpreted Christianity on their own terms, keeping a sense of independence in thought and action well into the 1870s.
Most recently, in June 2025, the Catholic Church formally transferred governance of the Anishinaabe Spiritual Centre to an Indigenous-led board—a historic act described as a "sacred moment" that aligns with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's Call to Action on Indigenous self-governance in spirituality. The Diocese will remain involved through "sacramental guidance and spiritual oversight," preserving a collaborative, respectful connection.
The Motto
Sault Ste. Marie has two official mottos, each standing for a different era of the city's identity. 
The motto “Naturally Gifted” speaks to a spiritual DNA rooted in gratitude for and connection to the land—the waters, the rapids, the seasonal rhythms that have sustained life for millennia. This aligns with the Anishinaabe worldview, which sees the land as a gift from the Creator and a source of spiritual sustenance. The motto also mirrors the enduring significance of Bawating (“place of the rapids”), the Anishinaabe name for the location, which shaped both Indigenous spiritual practices and the commercial and missionary activity that followed. Even as the city industrialised, its identity remains tied to the natural abundance bestowed by its geography—a spiritual inheritance shared across cultures.
“Naturally Gifted” was launched in 1994 as a marketing campaign to promote the city's quality of life and tourism. It is a tribute to Sault Ste. Marie's natural beauty and the people. While the city's official visual identity has evolved, the slogan is still popular with residents.
The Heraldic Motto: “Ojibwe Gchi Gami Odena”
This is an Ojibwe phrase, confirmed by First Nations language experts, meaning “settlement near the Ojibwe's big lake”. This is a powerful reference to the city's Indigenous heritage and its location on Lake Superior (which the Ojibwe call Gichigami).
Official Heraldic Status: It appears on the city's official coat of arms, granted by the Governor General on March 20, 2015. The official blazon of the motto on the coat of arms is OJIBWE GCHI GAMI ODENA. It is historically significant as it may make Sault Ste. Marie the first municipality in Canada to incorporate an Indigenous language into its coat of arms.
Coat of Arms
Yes, Sault Ste. Marie has an official coat of arms. Governor General David Johnston granted it on March 20, 2015, though the design was approved by the City Council in 2013.
The official blazon (heraldic description) and its symbolism are rich with local history:
Element	                                                Description & Symbolism
Arms (Shield)                                           	Blue with two silver chevrons pointing upward, 
                                                                        between two gold side sections. The shape evokes     
                                                                        The narrowing of the passage of water through the                   
                                                                        Historic lock gates and also resembles a steel girder   
                                                                        cross section, alluding to the city’s steel industry.                                                                   
                                                                        The section alludes to the city's steel industry. The 
                                                                        Whitefish stands for the species that is abundant in                                                                      
                                                                        the local rapids, while the lily is a symbol of the                                                                  
                                                                        Virgin Mary, referencing the city’s name and French
                                                                        local rapids, while the lily is a symbol of the Virgin 
                                                                        Mary, referencing the city's name and French 
                                                                        heritage.
Crest	                                                            The Clergue Block House, a historic fur trade 
                                                                        structure and one of the city's oldest buildings, 
                                                                        which industrialist Francis H. Clergue later 
                                                                        expanded.
Supporters                                                      Two eastern (timber) wolves in their natural grey  
                                                                        colour. They are powerful local animals known for   
                                                                        their gregarious nature. Each wolf holds a gold hand 
                                                                        crucible, a tool used by steelworkers, which again 
                                                                        refers to the city's industrial heritage.
Compartment (Base)	                                    A mount of pine branches (being forestry)   
                                                                        and gold maple leaves (signifying its identity as a 
                                                                        Canadian border municipality, resting on white and 
                                                                        blue waves that reference the rapids of the St.   
                                                                        Marys River.
Motto                                                              “Ojibwe Gchi Gami Odena” (meaning “settlement
                                                                        near the Ojibwe's big lake”). Sault Ste. Marie is the
                                                                        first municipality in Canada to incorporate a motto 
                                                                        in the Ojibway language into its coat of arms.
The coat of arms is a ceremonial symbol used by the Mayor's office on items such as proclamations, seals, and the Mayoral Chain of Office. The city also has a simplified “City Shield” for official corporate documents, which is wreathed in pine branches and gold maple leaves.
Definition of the Name
The name Sault Ste. Marie is of French origin: Sault is an old French word meaning “rapids” or “waterfall. Sainte Marie translates to “Saint Mary,” referring to Mary, the mother of Jesus. So, the full name means “The Rapids of Saint Mary,” a name given by French settlers in 1668. It is pronounced “Soo Saint Marie.” The city's Indigenous name is Baawating, which means “place of the rapids”. Before the current name stuck, Champlain originally mapped the area as “Sault de Gaston” in 1632, in honour of the Duke of Orléans.
Family Name
The city does not have a “family name’ in the sense of being owned or ruled by a single family. The inquiry may refer to the surname “Sault”, which is a French surname, but the city's name derives from the French word for “rapid” and is not a family name. In historical contexts, prominent local figures like the fur trader Michel Cadotte were foundational to the community, but the city was never a fiefdom.
History of Sault Ste. Marie
Pre-European Era
For millennia, the area was known as Baawitigong ("place of the rapids") to the Anishinaabeg (Ojibwe people). The rapids where Lake Superior flows into Lake Huron made it a vital gathering place for trade, diplomacy, and seasonal gatherings, with populations swelling from 200 to over 2,000 inhabitants.
French Era (1600s–1760s)
1617: French explorer Étienne Brûlé is the first European to reach the area, naming it Sault de Gaston after the King's brother.
1632: Samuel de Champlain maps the location.
1668: Father Jacques Marquette sets up the first permanent European settlement and Catholic mission, renaming it Sault Sainte Marie in honour of the Virgin Mary, making it the oldest European-founded settlement in both Michigan and Ontario.
1671: French officials’ stage "The Pageant of the Sault," planting a cross and claiming the Great Lakes region for King Louis XIV.
1750-1751: The area is granted as a Seignory, confirmed by King Louis XV.
British Era and Fur Trade (1760s–1820s)
Following the French and Indian War, the region passed to British control.
The fur trade dominates, with companies such as Hudson's Bay, the North West Company, and the American Fur Company establishing posts.
1808: Charles Oakes Ermatinger establishes his residence, becoming a key figure in developing "the Soo" as a fur trade hub.
War of 1812: The border between Canada and the U.S. is permanently fixed at the St. Marys River.
American Development and the Soo Locks (1820s–1855)
1820: Treaty of the Sault cedes 16 square miles to the U.S. government.
1822: Fort Brady is established—the first U.S. fort in the region.
1855: The first American lock is completed, transforming the city into a critical Great Lakes transportation hub and fueling rapid growth.
Canadian Transformation and Clergue Era (1850s–1912)
1871: The Canadian side incorporates as a village; it becomes a town in 1887.
1887: A branch line of the Canadian Pacific Railway links the city to Sudbury.
1890s: American industrialist Francis Hector Clergue arrives and builds an industrial empire including Algoma Steel, St. Mary's Paper Mill, hydro-electric plants, and the Algoma Central Railway.
1902: The power canal is completed, creating the island on which the main business section now stands.
1912: Sault Ste. Marie officially incorporates as a city.
20th Century to Present
The city's economy remains anchored by Algoma Steel and St. Mary's Paper.
1922: The Ontario Provincial Air Service is formed, developing the world's first aerial waterbombing technology.
Tourism grows significantly, with attractions like the Agawa Canyon Tour, Bon Soo Winter Carnival, and world-class fishing and hunting.
2015: The city adopts a new coat of arms with the Ojibwe motto "Ojibwe Gchi Gami Odena" (settlement near the Ojibwe's big lake), honouring its Indigenous heritage.
2025: Governance of the Anishinaabe Spiritual Centre is transferred to an Indigenous-led board, marking a significant step in reconciliation.
Royal Governance and Declarations
Beyond visits, the city's history is interwoven with royal authority in a few key ways:
Official Acts of Sovereignty: In 1671, the French government staged a grand ceremony at Sault Ste. Marie, known as “The Pageant of the Sault.” A French official, Simon-François Daumont de Saint-Lusson, symbolically claimed the vast territories of the Great Lakes for King Louis XIV. In front of over a thousand Indigenous people, he raised his sword, planted a cross, and declared the region under the King's dominion.
A Royal Land Grant: In 1750, the Sault Ste. Marie's area was officially granted as a Seignory (a large, feudal-style estate) by the Governor General of Canada. The title was later confirmed by a formal patent signed by King Louis XV himself in 1751. The grant was given to two French officers, the Chevalier de Repentigny and the Sieur de Bonne.
A Royal Name: The city's name is itself a vestige of the French royal connection. Before it was called Sault Ste, Marie, French explorer Samuel de Champlain first mapped the area in 1632 as the “Sault de Gaston.” He named it in honour of Gaston, Duke of Orléans, the brother of King Louis XIII of France. The name didn't stick, however, as Gaston later fell from royal favour and was exiled.
Prophetic Acts Over the Land
The 1671 ceremony at Sault Ste. Marie can be understood as a prophetic act—a ritual declaration that the land belonged to the King of France and to Christ. This act was prophetic in both positive and negative senses: it proclaimed a Christian future for the territory, yet it also set a pattern of colonial dispossession justified by the Doctrine of Christian Discovery.
The handover of the Anishinaabe Spiritual Centre in 2025 might also be viewed as a prophetic counter-act—a gesture of returning spiritual authority to Indigenous peoples, symbolising a new era of reconciliation and partnership.
Cultural Background
Sault Ste. Marie sits at a crossroads of Anishinaabe, French, British, and later multicultural influences. The city's cultural DNA reflects:
Indigenous Heritage: Anishinaabe culture, language, and spirituality remain foundational.
French and British Colonial History: The fur trade, missions, and border dynamics shaped early settlement.
Industrial Heritage: Steel and paper production, shipping, and the Soo Locks.
Multiculturalism: Italian, English, Irish, and Scottish roots, with growing South Asian, Black, and other communities. The cultural life of Sault Ste. Marie is a rich tapestry woven from its deep Anishinaabe roots, its layered history, and a vibrant, modern creative energy. The city's identity is expressed through a diverse arts scene, year-round festivals, historic museums, and a growing cultural economy that shapes the community's heart.
Sault Ste. Marie offers a compelling journey through its past and artistic present through its key cultural institutions:
The 4Culture Passport: a unique way to experience the city's heritage. One ticket grants admission to four major cultural sites in the downtown area: the Art Gallery of Algoma, the Sault Ste. Marie Museum, the Canadian Bushplane Heritage Centre, and the Ermatinger-Clergue National Historic Site.
Art Gallery of Algoma: A non-profit public gallery housing over 4,000 items in its permanent collection. It presents approximately 24 exhibitions each year, featuring work by regional, national, and international artists, and hosts various educational programs, such as workshops and lectures.
Sault Ste. Marie Museum: Found in a historic 1906 former post office, this museum's three floors are filled with exhibits on the city's heritage. Highlights include a replica of a First Nation wigwam, a pioneer log cabin, and the Russell H. Ramsey Sports Hall of Fame, which features memorabilia dating back to the 1880s.
Ermatinger-Clergue National Historic Site: This site features the 1814 residence built for fur trader Charles Oakes Ermatinger. Guides in period costume lead tours that include cooking, baking, and crafts demonstrations, offering a vivid glimpse into 19th-century life.
Métis Heritage Centre: A dedicated space where the local Métis community gathers to share stories, safeguard their history, and pass on culture and traditions through permanent and temporary exhibits and a Métis Boutique and Gallery.
Public Art: The city has embraced public art, commissioning new murals in the downtown core. A year-round self-guided walking tour allows residents and visitors to explore these vibrant works, bringing colour and creativity to the city's streets.
Cultural life in Sault Ste. Marie is deeply connected to its environment and evolving community identity.
A Gateway to the Outdoors: The city brands itself as "Ontario’s premier outdoor adventure town." Its location, surrounded by the St. Mary's River, Lake Superior, and the Algoma Highlands, makes it a natural hub for activities like mountain biking, with events such as the Skeeter Slam and the Salty Marie Trails Festival.
A Diverse and Welcoming Community: This is reflected in the Gallery of Flags at the Civic Centre, which permanently displays the flags of the many vibrant cultural communities that call Sault Ste. Marie home. Recent immigration has also added new energy and diversity to the city's cultural life.
A Growing Culinary and Social Scene: The downtown has been revitalised by a growing craft-brewery scene, with spots like OutSpoken, Northern Superior, and Soo Falls becoming community spaces that reflect the city's changing character. These breweries often align themselves with local events and tourism efforts.
Sault Ste. Marie is famous for
The Soo Locks are the city's most iconic feature. First built in 1855, the locks are a vital part of the Great Lakes shipping industry, allowing freighters to navigate the 21-foot elevation drop between Lake Superior and Lake Huron. Watching massive “lakers” and “salties” pass through the locks is a major tourist draw.
Being Michigan's Oldest City: Formally founded by French missionary Jacques Marquette in 1668, it holds the distinction of being Michigan's oldest city and the oldest city in the province of Ontario.
A Border City: It is a twin city, split by the St. Marys River, with Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario (Canada) and Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan (USA).
Rich History and Culture: The city boasts a deep history, from its Indigenous roots as the Anishinaabe site of Baawating to its French colonial past and industrial era. Historic sites like the Water Street houses, Fort Brady, and the Tower of History are key attractions.
Historic Communities & Key Historic Areas
Historic Communities
There are no distinct, formally named historic communities widely documented, but the city has identifiable historic neighbourhoods with their own development stories. One such area is the Harris and Buckley Neighbourhood, which includes streets like Connaught Ave, Dovercourt Rd, and Korah Road.
Key Historic Areas
Several areas and sites are crucial to understanding the city's history:
Water Street Historic Block: This street is home to the city's oldest buildings. Prominent historical figures like Bishop Frederic Baraga and Henry Rowe Schoolcraft lived in these preserved homes.
Sault Ste. Marie Historic Commercial District (Michigan): This district in the Michigan city includes the historic business centre and features architectural styles like Italianate, Late Victorian, and Richardsonian Romanesque.
Fort Brady: A historic fort that stood in the city from 1822 to 1893. Its former location is now Brady Park.
Tower of History: Built in 1968 on the site of the first log house and chapel of missionary Jacques Marquette, it was meant as a shrine to missionaries who settled the area.
The Clergue Block House: This is the building featured in the crest of the city's coat of arms.
Demographics
Category	                                                               Data
Population (Ontario, 2021)	                                       72,055 (down 1.8% from 2016) 
Indigenous Identity	                                                   8,430 (11.9%) 
Marital Status (married/common law)	               33,305 
Immigrant Population	                                                   8.7% 
Francophone (mother tongue)	                                       3.8% 
Largest Religious Group	                                       Catholic: 33.3% 
No Religion	                                                               38.4% 
Largest Visible Minority	                                       South Asian: 1.6% 
Top Ethnic Origins:                                                       English (25.2%), Irish (21.4%), Scottish  
                                                                                       (21.2%), Italian (20.6%), French (20.1%)                                                                                   
Median Age	                                                               46.8 (2021) 
Median Household Income (before tax)	               $73,000
Religion
The spiritual and religious landscape of Sault Ste. Marie is layered, reflecting its history as a meeting place for Indigenous and European cultures. The city was founded by French Jesuit missionaries in 1668, setting up a strong Catholic presence that remains influential today. Other Christian denominations, such as the Anglican Church, also have deep roots, with St. Luke's Cathedral serving as the seat of the Diocese of Algoma.
Indigenous spirituality, connected to the land and the Anishinaabe heritage of the area (known as Baawitigong), is still a living, foundational tradition. In recent decades, the city has seen a demographic shift, with a growing number of residents reporting "no religion" in the census.
Language
English is the predominant language spoken in Sault Ste. Marie. However, the city has a significant Francophone minority; in 2021, about 3.8% of the population identified French as their mother tongue. This presence is historical, dating back to the city's French colonial origins. However, its political status has been a point of discussion, including a notable, and later rescinded, resolution in 1990 declaring English as the city's official language.
Education
Sault Ste. Marie has an educational profile that generally aligns with provincial averages for secondary education, but shows a gap in post-secondary attainment:
In 2021, 84.1% of residents aged 15 and older held at least a high school diploma, compared with 84.7% in Ontario.
19.6% of residents 15 and older held a Bachelor's Degree or higher, compared to 29.9% provincially. For those aged 25-64, this number rises to 24.6%, compared with 36.8% in Ontario.
Algoma University is a key post-secondary institution in the city, playing a significant role in the community and economy.
The economy of Sault Ste. Marie is in a period of significant transition. Historically a single-industry "steel town," it is working to diversify and build new sectors.
Employment
A few major industrial players anchor the city's labour market. Key sectors include manufacturing, healthcare, and public administration. As of 2021, there were 30,895 employed residents in the area.
Economy
Traditional Industry: Steelmaking, led by Algoma Steel, has been the economic heart of the city for over a century and is still the largest single employer.
A Pivotal Moment: The local economy has faced recent challenges, most notably U.S. tariffs and the temporary layoff of roughly 1,000 workers at Algoma Steel during a transition to electric arc furnace production, leaving some businesses boarded up.
New Opportunities: The city is actively forging a new path to become a hub for Canada's defence industry. A significant partnership between Algoma Steel and Roshel Defence Solutions aims to produce ballistic steel for military vehicles. If a federal contract is secured, it could bring hundreds of skilled jobs and fundamentally reshape the city's industrial identity.
Diversification: Other investments are providing support. Steel pipe manufacturer Tenaris employs approximately 800 people and has announced a $306 million expansion, expected to create 200 new jobs. The city is also receiving help from federal and provincial programs aimed at building a more resilient and self-reliant Canadian economy.
Entertainment and Culture
The city offers a rich and diverse entertainment scene, blending natural beauty, arts, and community events.
Arts and Culture
Festivals: The Bon Soo Winter Carnival is a beloved annual tradition, and the city hosts a Festival of the Arts, VIVID Arts Fest, and a Festival of Cultures. Sault Ste. Marie also takes part in the Fringe North festival.
Museums and Galleries: The Art Gallery of Algoma features over 4,000 items in its permanent collection, and the Sault Ste. Marie Museum and the Ermatinger-Clergue National Historic Site showcase the city's past. The Métis Heritage Centre is dedicated to the region's Métis community.
Performing Arts: The city has a vibrant theatre scene with groups like the Musical Comedy Guild and Sault Theatre Workshop, and a strong musical heritage.
Recreation and Attractions
Outdoor Adventure: The city is a gateway to the outdoors, with the St. Marys River and Lake Superior offering boating, fishing, kayaking, and paddleboarding. The area is also a hub for mountain biking.
Major Events and Venues: The GFL Memorial Gardens is the city's premier sports and entertainment centre. It is home to the Soo Greyhounds of the Ontario Hockey League (OHL) and hosts concerts, trade shows, and conventions. It has a seating capacity of 6,100.
Tourism: The Soo Locks (on the American side) are a major draw for tourists who come to watch massive freighters navigate the 21-foot elevation change. The Canadian Sault Ste. Marie Canal also offers tour boat experiences.
Crime
Crime statistics for Sault Ste. Marie present a varied picture, with rates differing between the Canadian and American sides of the border.
Canadian Side (Ontario)
The 2021 Census data show that, while the employment rate was 47.8% (compared to 55.1% for Ontario), the unemployment rate was 13%, higher than the provincial average of 12.2%. No specific crime statistics were available for the Canadian side in the current search results.
American Side (Michigan)
Available data is for the U.S. city of Sault Ste. Marie, MI, which has a population of about 13,000.
Overall: The total crime rate is considerably higher than the national average for U.S. communities, placing it in the 6th percentile for safety. The chance of becoming a victim of any crime in the U.S. city is 1 in 58.
Violent Crime: The violent crime rate is one of the highest in the nation. Residents have a 1 in 190 chance of becoming a victim of violent crime (murder, rape, armed robbery, aggravated assault).
Property Crime: The property crime rate is also above the national average, with a 1-in-84 chance of being a victim of crimes such as theft, burglary, or motor vehicle theft. The southeast part of the U.S. city is generally considered the safest.
Geographic & Boundaries Description
Sault Ste. Marie is a twin city found on the St. Marys River, which forms the international border between Canada and the United States. Below are the key geographical details and boundary descriptions.
Location and Coordinates
The city is situated in North America, within the Great Lakes region. Its approximate geographical coordinates are 46.5168° N, 84.3333° W. This positions it at the southeastern end of Lake Superior, where the lake drains into the St. Mary's River.
National and Administrative Boundaries
Sault Ste. Marie is unique in that it forms two separate cities divided by an international boundary :
Canadian Side: Located in the province of Ontario.
American Side: Located in the state of Michigan.
Historically, before the formalization of the U.S.-Canada border in 1817, the area was a single community.
Natural Boundaries and Features
Several significant natural features define the city:
Primary River: The St. Mary's River. For its entire length of about 74.5 miles (119.9 km), this river serves as the international border.
Connecting Waterways: It links two of the Great Lakes, sitting between Lake Superior (to the west/northwest) and Lake Huron (to the east/southeast).
Key Rapids: The St. Mary's Rapids are located just below the river's exit from Lake Superior.
Surrounding Islands: The large, forested islands of St. Joseph and Drummond are visible in the region.
Defining the Urban Area
While administrative boundaries define the two separate cities, one modern definition describes the continuously built-up urban area of Sault Ste. Marie is approximately 8 km² in size.
Entrances in and out of the city of Sault Ste Marie
Sault Ste. Marie's key entrances and exits are defined by two major highway systems (one on each side of the border) and the international bridge that connects them. The primary highways entering and leaving Sault Ste. Marie are well-defined for cross-border and regional travel. The city is a key international crossing point, uniquely positioned at the northern terminus of a major U.S. interstate and along Canada's vital Trans-Canada Highway.
Canadian Highways
Highway 17 (Trans-Canada Highway): This is the principal route for traffic entering the city from other parts of Ontario and Canada. It runs east-west, connecting Sault Ste. Marie to cities like Sudbury and Thunder Bay, and is the main artery for the entire region. Notably, a dedicated truck bypass route connects the highway directly to the International Bridge, helping commercial traffic avoid the downtown core.
Highway 550 (Second Line): This secondary highway intersects with Highway 17 at the north end of the city and is heavily used by commercial truck traffic heading to the border.
American Highways
Interstate 75 (I-75): This is the major north-south freeway for traffic coming from the United States. It's the highway that connects Michigan's Lower Peninsula to the Upper Peninsula via the Mackinac Bridge, then continues north to its northern terminus at the Canadian border.
M-28: This east-west state trunkline traverses the Upper Peninsula from Wakefield and ends near Sault Ste. Marie. It provides a major access route for traffic coming from across the U.P.
The International Connection
The critical link between these highway systems is the International Bridge. This 2.8-mile (4.5 km) bridge over the St. Marys River is the only vehicular crossing between Ontario and Michigan for 300 miles. It connects directly to the northern end of I-75 and links with city streets on the Canadian side that lead to Highway 17. Over 1.5 million vehicles crossed it in 2024.
Getting Around and Across
Key Exits: On the U.S. side, two main exits lead into the city from I-75: 3 Mile Road (which takes you through most of the town via Business I-75) and Easterday Avenue (which leads closer to Lake Superior State University and the industrial areas).
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